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Arkansas Wildfire Causes

Burning debris
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Arkansas Fire Seasons
Arkansas has two major wildfire sea-
sons. They may differ by region, weather,
and vegetation. The fire seasons are Feb-
ruary to April and August to November.

Arkansas Forestry Commission (AFC)
crews are on elevated alert during those
periods. County offices, county 911 dis-
patch centers, and a 24-hour AFC Dis-
patch center in Malvern are prepared to
fight fire. Additional single engine air
tanker planes are brought in during fire
seasons to help with fire detection and to
help provide water supply to isolated fires.

Arkansas Fire Weather

The two primary fire seasons are tied
to low humidity levels and a lack of mois-
ture in vegetation. Extreme fire conditions
can arrive with any bad drought or ex-
tended period of high temperatures, how-
ever, fire patterns tell us that these two
time periods are most at risk.

The 24-hour AFC dispatch center
number is 1-800-468-8834.

Protecting Homes

The greatest protection that a home can
have from wildfire is lean, clean, and green
defensible space. Defensible space is the area
30 to 300 feet around a home. Debris in this area
is the most likely cause of a fire spreading to a
structure.

Arkansas wildfires usually consist of surface
level flames. Fire from a wooded area seldom
spreads directly to a home. Instead, fire catches in
some flammable object or vegetation inside a
home’s defensible space and spreads to the home.
The area directly surrounding a home should be
thought of as a fire barrier. Everything in this
space should be made as fire resistant as possible.
Consider the lean, clean, and green guidelines be-
low:

¢ Create a lean space: Prune shrubs and cut back
tree branches, especially those within 15 feet of the
roof. Cut back limbs that allow trees to touch the
home or other trees. Don’t rid the yard of trees and
landscaping, but keep everything trimmed and neat.

e Create a clean space: Remove dead plant mate-
rial including limbs, sticks, twigs, leaves, dry grass
and firewood from within 30 feet of homes. This
area includes the roof, deck, vents, flower beds, tool
sheds and outbuildings, as well as carports and dog
kennels. Annual raking and mowing is not only for
aesthetic appeal, it also keeps a space clean so fire
cannot spread easily.

¢ Create a green space: Maintain a well-watered
yard (fire will move faster in dry, dead grass) and
plant fire-resistant vegetation that stays healthy and
green for most of the year.

Wildfire Safety Strategies

Fire-resistant construction tips
e Use heat resistant materials such as cement,
plaster, stucco, brick masonry, steel and
fire-proof siding.
e Use Class A roofing materials and shingles
constructed of metal, cement, slate or ce-
ramic tile instead of wood.

e Use double-paned glass.

e Create multiple ways in and out of the
property for easy water access.

e Clearly mark the address outside so emer-
gency personnel can find the house.

Fire-resistant landscaping tips

e Plant shrubs and flowers so they do not
touch the house.

e Trim trees with 6 to 10 feet of clearance
from the ground.

e Keep grass cut short and leaves raked.
e Use terracing in areas with severe slopes.

e Create fire breaks with stones, pea gravel or
secondary flower gardens.

Grant Opportunities

Communities interested in receiving Firewise
grant money should contact the Arkansas
Firewise Team at 501-296-1940. Any community
group may become Firewise, however all grant
money is filtered through the area fire depart-
ment. Recognition requirements are:

e Identify a wildfire threat for the community.

e Complete training and conduct risk assessments
for residences in the wildland/urban interface.

e Create a Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan.

e Invest $2 per capita in Firewise projects including
community education efforts and wildfire
mitigation projects on private or civic spaces.

e Submit a report to the Arkansas Firewise Team.



